
  St. James’s Episcopal Church 

 The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi  
            The Blessing of the Animals 
  October 3, 2021 
  9:00 a.m. 

 

           Morning Prayer, Rite I 

                                        
Before the liturgy, in silence, talk to God. During the liturgy, let God speak to you.  

After the liturgy, speak to one another. Please silence all electronic devices. 

 
Hymn: Hymn to Joy, “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee”  

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,  
God of glory, Lord of love;  
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,  
praising thee, their sun above.   
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;  
drive the dark of doubt away.   
Giver of immortal gladness,  
fill us with the light of day! 
  
All thy works with joy surround thee,  
earth and heaven reflect thy rays,  
stars and angels sing around thee,  
center of unbroken praise.   
Field and forest, vale and mountain,  
blooming meadow, flashing sea,  
chanting bird and flowing fountain,  
call us to rejoice in Thee. 
  
Thou art giving and forgiving,  
ever blessing, ever blest,  
well-spring of the joy of living,  
ocean depth of happy rest!   
Thou our father, Christ our brother,  
all who live in love are thine;  
teach us how to love each other,  
lift us to the joy divine. 

 

Opening Sentences The Book of Common Prayer 78 



  

The Confession of Sin and Absolution 

Officiant 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and 
mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent 
and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

 

Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

Officiant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal li fe. 
Amen. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand. 

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The people may be seated 

 
  



  

Psalm 148:7-14 Laudate Dominum Mark Whitmire 

After the Choir sings “Alleluia, alleluia,” the People sing the following Antiphon: 

 

Praise the LORD from the earth,  
 you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
Fire and hail, snow and fog,  
 tempestuous wind, doing his will;  

 
Mountains and all hills,  
 fruit trees and all cedars; 
Wild beasts and all cattle,  
 creeping things and winged birds; Antiphon 

 
Kings of the earth and all peoples,  
 princes and all rulers of the world; 
Young men and maidens,  
 old and young together.  

 
Let them praise the Name of the LORD,  
 for his Name only is exalted,  
 his splendor is over earth and heaven; 
He has raised up strength for his people  

and praise for all his loyal servants,  
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.  
Hallelujah!  
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning 
 is now and will be forever. Amen. Antiphon 

 

  



  

The Lessons 

First Lesson: Genesis 1:24-31 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” 
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, 
and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the   
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So 
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, 
“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 
them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 
air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: Dix, “For the beauty of the Earth”  

For the beauty of the earth,  
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth  
over and around us lies,  
 
Refrain God of all, to thee we raise 

 this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
For the beauty of each hour  
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower,  
sun and moon, and stars of light,  Refrain 
 



  

 
For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above,  
for all gentle thoughts and mild, Refrain 
 
For each perfect gift of thine  
to us all so freely given, 
graces human and divine,  
flowers of earth and buds of heaven. Refrain 

Please be seated. 

Second Lesson: Matthew 11:25-30 
 

Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no 
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

  
Canticle I: A Song of Creation Mark Whitmire 

Refrain:  O all you works of the Lord, bless the Lord;  
 praise him and magnify him for ever. 
 O angels of the Lord, bless the Lord;  
 praise him and magnify him for ever. 
 
Everything in the sky, bless the Lord: 
clouds, sun, moon, stars, planets.  
All kinds of weather, bless the Lord: 
rain, dew, frost, ice, snow.  
Praise him and magnify him forever.  Refrain 
 

  



  

All of God’s plants, bless the Lord:  
trees, crops, grass, flowers, weeds.  
All of his animals bless the Lord: 
whales, birds, dogs, cats, cows. 
Praise him and magnify him forever. Refrain 
         
All of God’s family, bless the Lord: 
mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, grandma. 
All of God’s workers bless the Lord: 
teachers, students, musicians, priests, firemen 
Praise him and magnify him forever. Refrain 

 
Homily: The Reverend Dr. Robert Friend  
 
Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
  He was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,  
  and born of the Virgin Mary, 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 

 
Officiant The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 



  

Officiant and People together 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages A 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let the people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain in us with your Holy Spirit. 

 
Collect of the Day 

Officiant 
Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to 
renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of 
blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your whole creation 
with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Other Collects 
 
  



  

Prayers for the Parish  

Officiant Please join me in lifting up to God those who have asked for    
            our prayers. 
 

Officiant and People together 
Basil Acey, Elizabeth Austin, Susan Bain, Jennifer Ball, Steve Barnett, 
O. Christian Bredrup, Jr., Henry Carwile, the Corey family, LaRose 
Daniels, Decker/Gephert family, Will Fackler, Leigh Hulcher, David 
Johnson, Eileen Long, George Longest, Emma Mason, Matt Mattox, 
Linda Mays, Eve McCray, Katie McGraw, Bunky Miller, Harry 
Moore, Adah Parashar, Courtenay Reynolds, Bradford Smith, Jay 
Stegmaier, Jessie Sumrell, Evelyn Sutton, Sue Swartwout, Ginger 
Trice, Erin Wright, Cassandra and family, Barbara, Ben and Eloise, 
Dylan, Elaine, and Melissa 

The Officiant continues with the prayers, found in the back of the bulletin. 
 

Greeting and Announcements 
 

Offering of Gifts and Praise 

Anthem: God and Dog  Wendy Francisco 

I look up and I see God, 
I look down and see my dog; 
Simple spelling, G O D 
Same word backwards, D O G. 

They would stay with me all day, 
I’m the one who walks away; 
But both of them just wait for me, 
and dance at my return with glee. 

Both love me no matter what, 
Divine God and and canine mutt; 
I take it hard each time I fail, 
But God forgives, Dog wags his tail 

God thought up and made the dog 
Dog reflects a part of God 
I’ve seen love from both sides now 
It’s everywhere, amen bow wow 

I look up and I see God 
I look down and see my dog 
And in my human frailty 
I can’t match their love for me. 



  

Hymn 380 (v. 3): Old 100th, “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” 
 

General Thanksgiving 101 

 The People join in saying the General Thanksgiving. 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants  
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee,  
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service,  
and by walking before thee  
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Officiant 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 

  



  

Hymn: Royal Oak, “All things bright and beautiful” 

Refrain All things bright and beautiful,  
 all creatures great and small, 
 all things wise and wonderful,  
 the Lord God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens,  
each little bird that sings, 
he made their glowing colors,  
he made their tiny wings. Refrain 

The purple-headed mountain,  
the river running by, 
the sunset, and the morning  
that brightens up the sky. Refrain 

The cold wind in the winter, 
the pleasant summer sun, 
the ripe fruits in the garden,  
he made them every one. Refrain 

He gave us eyes to see them,  
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty,  
who has made all things well. Refrain 
 

Closing Sentences BCP 102 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing of the Animals 

At this time the ushers will direct you and your pet to come forward for a blessing. 

 
The flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of 

Herbert Worth Jackson III 
 
 

  



  

Service Participants  

Preacher:  The Reverend Dr. Robert Friend 
Officiants:  The Reverend Dr. John McCard 
 The Reverend Hilary Streever 
Assisting:  Lay Chaplain Blake Singer  
Lectors:  Trey Sibley and Andrew Smith 
IWC Greeter:  Laura Strickler 

 
 

Cherub Choir 
Choir Mothers: Cristy Head, Tarran Turvey 

Accompanist: Jeanne Lapierre 

Dewey Gottwald, Miles Greenawalt, George Head, William Hurt, 
William Ligon, Mary Frances Mazzenga, Ella Mock, Eugenia Redmond 

 

Children’s Choir 
Choir Mothers: Cristy Head, Tarran Turvey 

Accompanist: Jeanne Lapierre 

1st year (White) 
Lora Cropp, Sybil Cropp, Gavin Greenawalt, Rose Harbach, Virginia 

Wright 

2nd Year (Red) 
Meriwether Wright 

3rd Year (Blue) 
Maggie Head 

 

Director of Music Dr. Mark Whitmire 
 
 
 
 
 

News and Events 

To view the echimes on doers.org, scan this QR code 
with your smart phone’s camera app:  

                                                                                                  

 
  



  

Prayers of the People 

Please lift up to God those who have asked for our prayers: 

For those serving in our Armed Forces: especially David Bhatta, Robert Crutcher, 
Robby Farmer, Wilson Nance, William Smith, and Mitchell Teefey 

For all who advocate for the most vulnerable and strive to bring an end to poverty and 
homelessness: especially our outreach partners ACTS, CARITAS, REAL 
Life, and RE:Work Richmond 

For the newly born: especially Charlotte Ross Allen, daughter of Anna and Ross 
Allen, Hayes Powell Braden, son of Mo and Tucker Braden, and Robert 
Ray Harris, son of Katelyn and Austin Harris, who were born recently 

For those about to be baptized: especially Thomas Rutherfoord Brown, III who 
will be baptized at St. James’s next Sunday 

For all celebrating their birthdays this week: especially William Bowles, Mary Craig 
Bryant, Alice Campbell, Bunny Creekmur, Heather Daniel, Isabella 
Guarnieri, Thomas Gupton, Sabrina LaFleur, Christi McFadden, Regan 
Pickett, Keeling Roach, Vance Spilman, Geordie Tate, Cathy Thorne, 
Selly Turner, and Eddie Williamson who celebrate their birthdays today. 

For those who have died recently: especially James Muller, John Patrick Sullivan, 
and Lucy Cabell Summerell  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving Online 

We thank you for your ongoing support of God’s 
mission at St. James’s. To give financially online, go to 
doers.org/give or scan this QR code with your smart 
phone’s camera app:  

 


