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t. James’s is poised for its third century, grounded in
deep faith as a Christian community. Our church lives
its mission in many ways, some of which will be shared
through stories in the coming weeks. Please listen to God’s
call to generously support our church.

Because there is one bread, we who are
many are one body, for we all partake
of the one bread.
1 Corinthians 10:17

St. James’s is
a Refuge for
Many in Need
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onald Nicholson isn’t a member or employee of St.
James’s. But every Tuesday through Friday he’s at
the church by 7:00 a.m. to begin his workday.
What does Ronald do? For the past 27 years,
he has opened up and prepared the meeting space for
the Narcotics Anonymous meetings that fill the catacombs with recovering addicts four mornings a week.
The meetings at St. James’s began in 1997 when John Craigheld
(Ronald’s sponsor at the time) got permission from the church to use the space
beneath the church office for a 12-Step support group. In 2002, Ronald began
his work. Today, he’s greeted with big hugs and warm hellos from everyone
who seeks the “peace” that comes from attending these NA meetings.
While his work began as a way to “not use” and bring structure to 		
his life, its meaning for him has evolved. “What I’m doing is far greater than
staying clean. It went from being service work to being ‘willing’ work,” he says.
“It’s like having a mission.”
Central to Ronald’s mission is the space
ur goal this year is to
provided by St. James’s.
increase pledges to
“God gave us this program to live our lives.
725 contributors and
And I’m grateful to the church and what they’ve alto raise $2,400,000.
lowed us to do here.” Ronald proudly recalls all the
Every gift matters so
people whose lives have been transformed by the
NA meetings at St. James’s — people who arrived
that together we can
homeless and using, and left working and clean.
build Christ’s Kingdom
“I know how it feels to go to that meeting and
on earth.
to feel the peace,” he says. He’s definitely not alone.
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God’s story and the story of St. James’s
Church are made beautiful through your faithful generosity. Your part in
our story makes us stronger, bolder, and together helps to fulfill our mission
as Doers of the Word and not Hearers only.

